
 

 

Online Semiology and the Interpretation of Chant 

University of Florida Continuing Ed 

Edward Schaefer, instructor 

Description: 

I will develop a class of 6 (application details below). 

The class will be taught from the concept of interpreting chant by way of textual-melodic-modal-

semiological analysis.  That is, chant will be viewed as an expression of the text that is heightened by the 

use of melody created in a particular modal structure and with ancient signs that help reveal relationship 

between the text and the modal-melodic structures.  

It will also be taught with the goal of practical application in mind – using this method to enhance the 

singing of chant today. 

We will meet online once each week (2.5 hours).  The online environment will set up so that we can all see 

each other, we can share documents, discuss, analyze and critique.  Students will also be able to sing (one 

at a time) to demonstrate the application of their analysis. 

Classes will involve  

- presentations/demonstrations by me 

- in-class exercises 

- in-class discussions and presentations of chants by the students. 

Each week, students will have 

- readings 

- at-home exercises 

- chants to copy, analyze and prepare for performance. 

This will be an exceptional opportunity to immerse yourself in some chants in a way that will allow you to 

understand them more deeply. 

 

Course Schedule: 

Weekly class meetings on Monday evenings from 8:00-11:00pm Eastern Time.  (This could be moved 

earlier depending on the schedules of anyone taking the class in the Mountain or Pacific time zones.) 

Modules I-IX: September 16, 23, 30; October 7, 21, 28; November 4, 7, 14 (written portion of exam); oral 

part of exam will be scheduled individually during this week. (Note: no class October 14.) 

Modules X-IV: January 20, 27; February 3, 10, 17. 

Module XV: scheduled individually during the week of February 24. 

 

Technology Needs: 

You will need a computer with a reliable high-speed internet connection, 

Web cam and headphones with a microphone. 

A large screen (or two screens) will make things easier. 

The software that will allow screen sharing, video sharing, etc. will either be freeware or provided by the 

university. 

 

 

 



Home Schedule: 

You will have to layout 3-4 hours a week for reading and work, in addition to whatever time it will take 

you to prepare to sing your chants. 

 

Texts:   

Agustoni, Luigi, and Göschl, Johannes Berchmans.  An Introduction to the Interpretation of Gregorian 

Chant. Volume I: Foundations.  Translation by Columba Kelly.  Lewiston, NY: Edwin Mellon Press, 

2006.  

Saulnier, Daniel.  Gregorian Modes.  Translated by Edward Schaefer.  Solesmes: Abbaye de St.-Pierre de 

Solesmes, 2002. 

Cardine, Dom Eugene.  Gregorian Semiology.  Translated by Robert Fowells.  Solesmes: Abbaye de St.-

Pierre de Solesmes, 1982.  

 

Weekly Topics: 

Module I 

The Rhythm of the Text; The Relationship 

Between Textual Rhythm and Melodic 

Development; Poles of Attraction 

Module II 

Modes: Archaic Modes; Restoration of Archaic 

Psalm Tones; Octoechos; Bipolar Attraction in 

Modes 
 

Module III  

Semiological Signs: Reinforcements of the 

Textual-Melodic-Modal Relationship     
 

Module IV 

Semiological Signs: San Gall, Part 2 (episema)     
 

Module V  

Semiological Signs: San Gall, Part 3 (neumatic 

break)     
 

Module VI  

Semiological Signs: San Gall, Part 4 

(repercussive neums and added letters)     
 

Module VII  

Semiological Signs: San Gall, Part 5 (oriscus)     
 

Module VIII  

Semiological Signs: San Gall, Part 6 (quilisma 

and liquescence)     

Module IX  

Exam: San Gall 
 

Module X  

Semiological Signs: Laon, Part 1 (basic signs and 

rhythmic equivalencies to San Gall) 
 

Module XI  

Semiological Signs: Laon, Part 2 (repercussive 

neums)    
 

Module XII  

Semiological Signs: Laon, Part 3 (ornamented 

neums: quilisma and orsicus)    
 

Module XIII  

Semiological Signs: Laon, Part 4 (liquescence, 

letters and tironian signs) 

Module XIV  

Written exam and review 
 

Module XV  

Oral exam 

 

Cost: 

Non-credit:  $500 

If you need graduate credit, we can offer 3 UF graduate credits for the course.  The cost would be $1,575. 

 

Qualifications and Application: 

You must have sufficient musical knowledge and ability to function in the course. 

I will give preference to musicians working with chant at some level on a regular basis, secondary 

preference to those planning to do so. 

If you are interested send me an email at eschaefer@arts.ufl.edu.  Tell me why you want to take the 

course, and give me whatever information you think will be useful in assessing your background, work 

environment and/or goals. 

mailto:eschaefer@arts.ufl.edu

